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Date:
March24, 2008
_______________________

I am pleased to announce that the General Education Program will be accepting nominations for year-end awards to be presented to students, students working in the General Education Faculty Assistance Program (GEFAP), and to an outstanding faculty member teaching in General Education. Awards will be presented in a special General Education year-end reception on April 24 at 3:00 p.m., in Mary Graydon Center, room 200 .

The three awards and criteria for nomination are as follows:


Outstanding student in a General Education Course. Nominations must come from faculty members who taught a General Education course in AY 2007-08, although the nominee need not have taken a specific course from the faculty nominator. The student must be an undergraduate in any year of study. The nomination should outline the student’s achievements including high academic performance, but should also consider the student’s performance as weighed against the General Education learning objectives and goals. The award includes $250 as part of the recognition.


Outstanding General Education Faculty Assistant (GEFAP). Nominations may come from the faculty member supervising the GEFAP assistant or from students in the class in which the GEFAP assistant worked in AY 2007-08. The nomination should specify the nature of outstanding achievement by the GEFAP assistant, including those distinctive activities that enhanced the learning environment in the course and advanced the learning objectives and goals of General Education. The award includes $250 as part of the recognition.


Outstanding teaching in General Education. This award goes to a faculty member for outstanding teaching and/or curriculum development in General Education. Eligible faculty members must have taught at least one General Education course in AY 2007-08. Nomination may come from administrators, faculty colleagues, or students and should outline the particular contributions of the faculty member, especially as they promote the General Education learning objectives and goals. The award includes $500 as part of the recognition.

To make a nomination, please write a narrative letter of 400 words or less addressed to the General Education Committee and outlining the accomplishments of the nominee. The letter should include a statement on the author’s relationship to the nominee. Refer to specifics of General Education goals (as found in Informed Effective Minds or the program Web site www.gened.american.edu). Letters are due in the General Education Office by 5 p.m. on April 10, 2008 and may be sent as attachments to e-mails to gened@american.edu. 

I look forward to many deserving nominations for these awards and to the opportunity of thanking students and faculty for their contributions to General Education at the reception on April 24.
